PHIL 102 Syllabus
Place and Power W2, Spring 2025

This course takes place on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the
x¥matk“ayam (Musqueam) People.

All sections of PHIL 102 address basic problems and methods of philosophy. This
section covers topics in ethics, epistemology, political philosophy, and aesthetics
relating to local Indigenous societies in the context of settler colonialism. The course
will adopt a primary focus on Musqueam, extending its view outwards to Squamish
and Tsleil-Waututh, as well as to the rest of BC and beyond. The principal areas
addressed are:

e The philosophy of art and storytelling, with emphases on:
o Relationships between art and power,
o Cultural appropriation,
o Stereotyping and reclamation, and
o Story-based knowledge;
e Epistemologies of knowledge and ignorance;
e Environmental ethics; and
e Philosophies of power and oppression, in particular as applied to:
o the marginalization of Indigenous peoples under Canadian colonialism,
o anti-Indigenous structural racism in North American contexts, and
o UBC’s past and present position within the colonial power structure.

Learning objectives

1. Acquire a valuable toolkit of conceptual resources, including elements from
Indigenous and European traditions of thought;

2. Study works by contemporary Indigenous philosophers, including local writers
and artists;

3. Study core philosophical texts from the Western philosophical canon and learn
how to place them in their colonial context, with reference to local cases of land
appropriation and their legal, ethical, and political significance;

4. Develop basic literacy with regard to the local Indigenous nations;

5. Develop skills for effectively and respectfully discussing philosophical issues
relating to Indigeneity and settler colonialism; and

6. Be prepared for future undergraduate study in philosophy through development
of such core skills as essay writing and argumentation.



Materials

There is no textbook for this course. All required materials are available online, at
no cost to students. Canvas and UBC library login access are required to access
materials.

Instructor
Carrie Jenkins, carrie.jenkins@ubc.ca, they/she

Teaching Assistant
TBA

Email policy

Please put "PHIL 102" in the subject line. | aim to reply to student emails within two
working days (not including weekends and holidays) of receipt. Please note that emails
sent outside of working hours (i.e. after 5pm or before 9am PST) aren’t received until
the next working day.

Office hours

Wednesday and Friday, 10-11am in Carrie’s Zoom office

If you can’t make these times, or prefer an in-person meeting, contact Carrie for an
appointment.

Canvas
Link TBA

Top Hat

Go to https://tophat.com/

Click on Login if you have an existing account or Sign-up > Student sign-up
Click on the Search by School link at the bottom

Enter University of British Columbia

When you are met with the join code field, enter code [TBA]

Classes
This course is fully in-person: regular attendance is required
See Canvas for time and location and info


mailto:carrie.jenkins@ubc.ca
https://ubc.zoom.us/j/2899856401?pwd=OXFsY3FGdEZHU0VzRjE5bkFjR1BLQT09
mailto:carrie.jenkins@ubc.ca
https://tophat.com/

Assessment

Participation: 20%
o Participate in class through TopHat to earn this part of your grade
Short assignments: 20%
o Length: approx. 200 words each
o Submit via Canvas
o Due: TBA
Mid-term essay: 30%
o Rubric provided on Canvas
o Due: TBA
Exam: 30%
o Rubric provided on Canvas
o Date and time: TBA

If you can’t do the work on time

| get it. | am happy to grant extensions where needed; just ask. However, work
submitted late without an extension cannot be accepted, unless exceptional
circumstances made it impossible to request an extension in advance of the deadline.
This policy is in place to ensure that | and the course TA can manage our workloads and
grade everyone’s work fairly.

Note on academic integrity

Plagiarism, which is intellectual theft, occurs where an individual submits or presents
the oral or written work of another person as his or her own. Scholarship quite properly
rests upon examining and referring to the thoughts and writings of others. However,
when another person's words (i.e. phrases, sentences, or paragraphs), ideas, or entire
works are used, the author must be acknowledged in the text, in footnotes, in endnotes,
or in another accepted form of academic citation. Where direct quotations are made,
they must be clearly delineated (for example, within quotation marks or separately
indented). Failure to provide proper attribution is plagiarism because it represents
someone else's work as one's own. Plagiarism should not occur in submitted drafts or
final works. A student who seeks assistance from a tutor or other scholastic aids must
ensure that the work submitted is the student's own. Students are responsible for
ensuring that any work submitted does not constitute plagiarism. Students who are in
any doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism should consult their instructor before
handing in any assignments. A link about Academic misconduct is below:
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/Vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,54,111,959



http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/Vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,54,111,959

Syllabus statement about UBC’s values and policies

UBC provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy lifestyles
but recognizes that sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to
access including those for survivors of sexual violence. UBC values respect for the
person and ideas of all members of the academic community. Harassment and
discrimination are not tolerated nor is suppression of academic freedom. UBC provides
appropriate accommodation for students with disabilities and for religious and cultural
observances. UBC values academic honesty and students are expected to acknowledge
the ideas generated by others and to uphold the highest academic standards in all of
their actions. Details of the policies and how to access support are available here.

Note on atmosphere

The topics of this course will include sensitive and challenging material for many people.
While we may be examining and questioning beliefs, including some deeply-held ones,
everyone in the course—instructor, TA, and students—has a shared responsibility to
ensure that we do so with care and respect, ensuring that our environment is supportive
and conducive to learning. No offensive jokes or comments, or other harmful behaviors
with respect to ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, or anything else,
will be acceptable. The aim of our discussions is not to “win” arguments or to prove how
smart we are, but to learn collaboratively with others.


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://senate.ubc.ca/policiesresources-support-student-success&sa=D&ust=1610058415743000&usg=AOvVaw1yqUbPRDj6MDT2M9Ih4vXg

DATES
TBA

TOPICS

MATERIALS

Being here
Short assignment 1:
Decolonial autobiography

- The Origin of the Name Musqueam
- Transcript of the above video
- Musqueam Through Time Part |
- Musqueam Through Time Part |l
- Out of the Ashes (Sendkw development)

Texts and their contexts

- First Meditation from Meditations on First
Philosophy by René Descartes

- Chapter 5 (“Of Property”) of Second Treatise of
Government by John Locke

- Chapter 1 of Indigenizing Philosophy Through the
Land by Brian Burkhart

- The Doctrine of Discovery explained

Origins and stories
Short assignment 2:
Art on campus

- CBC news segment on the repudiation of the
Doctrine of Discovery

- A Musqueam View of UBC Campus

- UBC campus timeline

- UBC building names

- Renaming an elementary school: CBC, Musqueam
- Coast Salish Design Elements

- UBC Reconciliation Pole

- Musqueam Day and the Guerin Decision

Stories and power

- Raven Tales, Episode 1

- Stolen Children: Residential School survivors speak
out

- Chapter 1 of Tsawalk: A Nuu-chah-nulth
Worldview by Umeek E. Richard Atleo

Knowledge and power
Short assignment 3:
Summarizing exercise

- Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh

- “White Ignorance” by Charles Mills

- “Recognizing Settler Ignorance in the Canadian
Truth and Reconciliation Commission” by Anna
Cook

How to write a philosophy
essay

- “Guide for Writing a Philosophy Paper” by Jeffrey

Kaplan
- APA Citation Guide

Land and water, ethics
and politics

Short assignment 4:
Essay warm-up

- “Braiding Kinship and Time: Indigenous
Approaches to Environmental Justice” by Kyle

Whyte
-The Serviceberry” by Robin Wall Kimmerer



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fyu85CqwYZw
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgkbpya7yd02uod/s%CA%94i%C9%ACq%C9%99y%CC%93TRANSCRIPT.docx?dl=0
https://youtu.be/FiekdmBRhoo
https://youtu.be/oCt3IoAobeM
https://www.cbc.ca/newsinteractives/features/land-back-podcast-episode-5-senakw-development
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/27503429?wrap=1
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/27503429?wrap=1
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/7370/7370-h/7370-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/7370/7370-h/7370-h.htm
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863132
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863132
https://nationalpost.com/news/doctrine-of-discovery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=1wM87PVaVqU&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fapp-ca.tophat.com%2F&source_ve_path=MTM5MTE3LDEzOTExNywyODY2Ng&feature=emb_logo&ab_channel=CBCNews
https://planning.ubc.ca/news/musqueam-view-ubc-campus
https://www.library.ubc.ca/archives/u_fabric/pre1890.html
https://archives.library.ubc.ca/buildings-grounds/commemorative-naming-of-ubc-facilities-and-spaces/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/vancouver-elementary-school-renamed-wek-%CA%B7an-%C9%99s-t%C9%99-syaq%CA%B7%C9%99m-in-musqueam-1.6680563
https://www.musqueam.bc.ca/musqueam-vsb-rename-begbie-elementary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHNyktK4EqA
https://indigenous.ubc.ca/files/2017/10/UBC_Plaque_2017-Reconciliation_Pole-8-1.pdf
https://www.musqueam.bc.ca/musqueam-day-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9GZmMWsbFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdR9HcmiXLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdR9HcmiXLA
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863190
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863190
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0QrolqLlWQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=paWn3fKaLkk
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27604855/
https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/fpq/article/view/6229/4986
https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/fpq/article/view/6229/4986
https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/fpq/article/view/6229/4986
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKdl_VmKNmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKdl_VmKNmk
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/in_text_citations_the_basics.html
https://youtu.be/j1L2pdcVxUo
https://youtu.be/j1L2pdcVxUo
https://youtu.be/j1L2pdcVxUo
https://emergencemagazine.org/essay/the-serviceberry/

-The Sparrow Case

Art and power I:
stereotype

- Selections from A Discourse Upon The Origin and
the Foundation of the Inequality Among Mankind
by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

- “The Construction of the Imaginary Indian” by
Marcia Croshy

- “Genomic Articulations of Indigeneity” by Kim
TallBear”

Art and power Il:
appropriation
Short assignment 5:
Authenticity

“Ethics: From an Artist’s Point of View” by V. F.
Cordova

- “Retitling, Cultural Appropriation, and Aboriginal
Title” by Michel-Antoine Xhignesse

Art and power lll:
resistance

- “Raven Weaves Light” by Christie Lee

- “Skoden” by the Snotty Nose Rez Kids

- Transcript of “Skoden” lyrics

- “In The Gutter” by Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas

- “Art opens windows to the space between
ourselves,” TED talk by Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas

- Selections from Nishga by Jordan Abel

Land and worldview
Short assignment 6:
Exam warm-up

- C3sna?am, The City Before the City

- Ravens and Eagles Season 2, Episode 8: Athlii
Gwaii: The Line at Lyell

- The Gwaii Haanas Legacy Pole

- What Made This Haida Clan Potlatch So Historic?
- Introduction to Tsawalk: A Nuu-chah-nulth
Worldview by Umeek E. Richard Atleo



https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/sparrow_case/
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/11136
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/11136
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/11136
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863209
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863209
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27665525/
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27665525/
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863194
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863194
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863203
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/119149/files/25863203
https://www.cbc.ca/television/vancouver-s-poet-laureate-offers-an-ode-to-the-trickster-1.5796850
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUG8oEuCl0E&ab_channel=SnottyNoseRezKids
lyrics:%20https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27861027/
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/26882802
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1R_-3wzYEQ&t=361s&ab_channel=TEDxTalks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1R_-3wzYEQ&t=361s&ab_channel=TEDxTalks
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27853722/
https://stream-mcintyre-ca.eu1.proxy.openathens.net/ubc/title/20434
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xwggj391odQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xwggj391odQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uejZkGISpv8&ab_channel=ParksCanada
https://thediscourse.ca/urban-nation/made-haida-clan-potlatch-historic
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27879890/
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27879890/

Additional resources

- Indigenous Foundations Website

- Native Land Digital

- CBC Landback Podcast

- Walking Tour of Musqueam House Posts on Campus

Additional readings

- Indian Status: 5 Things you Need to Know (CBC)

- “Indigeneity and US Settler Colonialism” by Kyle Whyte

- Josiah Wilson, the Indian Act, Hereditary Governance and Blood Quantum: Can You Be
Indigenous Without Indigenous Blood? (CBC)

- Switched at Birth, Two Canadians Discover their Roots at 67 (New York Times)

- “Cultural Appropriations and Identificatory Practices in Emily Carr's ‘Indian Stories’” by
Janice Stewart

- “Notes on Appropriation” by Loretta Todd

- “The Wave” and Red: A Haida Manga by Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas

- Devoured by Consumerism by Beau Dick

- “Haida Manga: An Artist Embraces Tragedy, Beautifully” by Marie Mauzé

- Learning With Syeyutsus: Tsawalk - A Nuu-chah-nulth Approach to Global Crisis with
Richard Atleo



https://indigenousinitiatives.ctlt.ubc.ca/research-resources/
https://native-land.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/cbc-podcasts/1341-landback
https://belkin.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FINAL_WEB_REVISED.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indian-status-5-things-you-need-to-know-1.2744870
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27665522/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/josiah-wilson-indian-act-hereditary-governance-1.3668636
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/josiah-wilson-indian-act-hereditary-governance-1.3668636
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/02/world/canada/canada-men-switched-at-birth.html?unlocked_article_code=aTPCqEEg2WhYJzh6uYQM0S2I3a50E4DHj7tmhe_R7eYjJ-XcxSQ-OdCLI6SD9ghRtNegrO7sPNjuJURnWnbJdnayBH84x_svITk-GBCct2aXgoy5Vbwqm7qyrmeLIuhEixMjitnmYS79bxu8YXYsDhr8cbMuMIPweMgMRhgTE1bvEKxJ38SlfLSzS9Dh4Qb4388conTG4gnzn9xeNMRYe-Z9sdZFptdS62CVgf_mmFosbn_nnG_U9Bw5oPSok-pDNbdhCW8PMjEAldT_Y_norVJYkF_eeaq6V6Y-Wi0D3jO5PX2Zgrl4jIc5ZNpZyFQtXgVHvXH5FzSmcVz3Hr3iMMDtrXKgqyAs7SLS&smid=url-share
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27860841/
https://canvas.ubc.ca/files/27860841/
https://philpapers.org/archive/TODNOA-2.pdf
https://haidamanga.com/series/1/the-wave/1
https://gw2jh3xr2c.search.serialssolutions.com/?sid=sersol&SS_jc=TC_051611494&title=Red
https://webcat.library.ubc.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=10056889
https://theconversation.com/haida-manga-an-artist-embraces-tragedy-beautifully-99543
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4O46m0gzJo&ab_channel=SD68NanaimoLadysmith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4O46m0gzJo&ab_channel=SD68NanaimoLadysmith

