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PHIL 120: Introduction to Critical Thinking 
Summer 2026, Term 1 

Department of Philosophy, University of British Columbia 

 

Meeting Time and Place 

Meeting Times: 1 PM – 4 PM, Monday & Wednesday 

Location: Buch B307 

 

Instructor Information 

Name: Evan Cave (he/him) 

Office Hours: Announced week to week, normally on Zoom, with link on Canvas (also available 

by appointment) 

Email: evancave@mail.ubc.ca 

Note: use your UBC email address and include the course number (PHIL 120) in the subject line.  

 

Course Overview 

We are in an ever-changing world full of people who want to convince us of what to believe and 

how to live, and we must make up our minds about how to respond. Good critical thinkers respond 

carefully, updating their beliefs and plans in reasonable ways. This course considers the nature and 

requirements of critical thinking, covering a blend of formal, conceptual, and practical questions. 

These include: What are the differences between good and bad arguments? What is evidence, and 

how should we update our beliefs in light of new evidence? How can we know if we have enough 

evidence to support our beliefs? What are the skills needed for good practical reasoning, and how 

can we develop these skills? 

 

Learning Objectives 

You will learn to: 

- Understand key differences between reasoning and other ways of thinking; 

- Analyze and evaluate arguments presented in various forms; 

- Understand the differences between different types of arguments, and what makes for good 

and bad arguments of those types; 

- Clearly and efficiently explain reasoning to others in speech and in writing; 

- Apply your critical reasoning skills to a variety of conceptual and practical questions you 

have encountered in and outside of class. 

Expectations 

I expect you to: 

- Check Canvas regularly and read all announcements; 

- Attend lectures having read and prepared to discuss assigned readings; 

- Actively participate in class discussions; 

- Complete assignments on time and according to instructions; 

- Treat others in the course with respect;  

- Communicate with me in a timely manner if you need further assistance. 
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You can expect me to: 

- Promote a positive learning environment;  

- Treat you with respect;  

- Provide all the support I reasonably can;  

- Give constructive feedback on written work;  

- Communicate in a timely manner.  

Readings 

This course has an assigned textbook: Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills, 7th 

edition, by Hughes et al. This text is available at the UBC Bookstore, in both print and an online 

version. New versions of the text come with electronic resources which may be useful. If you buy 

a used version, these resources can be purchased separately here:  

https://broadviewpress.com/product/student-website-passcode-critical-thinking-online/#tab-

description 

Note that at the end of each section in the text, there are self-test questions and discussion 

questions. You are encouraged to try answering these, especially since these questions will often 

closely resemble the sorts of questions you will see on the midterm and final exam. Answers to 

these questions can be found in the back of the textbook.  

Assessment 

There will be four kinds of assessments: in-class topic responses (15%), a midterm (25%), an 

argument analysis (20%), and a final exam (40%).  

1. Topic responses – 15% of final grade – completed and submitted in class during each meeting 

These responses will be completed and submitted during each meeting (except on midterm day). 

This means that unless you have a legitimate reason for absence, you must attend each meeting 

and submit during the meeting to receive full credit for these assignments. If you have a 

legitimate excuse for absence from a class meeting, such as illness, you must email me to arrange 

an alternative assignment to receive credit (ideally prior to the meeting). 

The content of these assignments will vary, but typically they will have a written component in 

which you hand-write a very brief response to prompts raised in lecture, and a discussion 

component in which you share your responses with the others in the discussion group to which 

you are assigned. All this will take place in non-exam conditions: you will have plenty of time and 

can talk to your classmates.  

These responses will be graded in the following way. If you submit a response, demonstrating 

sincere effort to address the prompt and participate in discussion, you will receive full points 

(1.5/1.5). If you submit a response without demonstrating a sincere effort to address the prompt or 

participate in discussion, you will receive half points (0.75/1.5). If you do not submit a response 

during class, you will receive no points (0/1.5). Your total score will be equal to the total number 

of points you receive, with a maximum possible score of 15. 

 

https://broadviewpress.com/product/student-website-passcode-critical-thinking-online/#tab-description
https://broadviewpress.com/product/student-website-passcode-critical-thinking-online/#tab-description
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2. Midterm – 25% of final grade – In class June 3.  

This midterm will be hand-written in class, consisting of a combination of multiple choice and 

short-answer questions pertaining to material covered prior to June 3. You will have 75 minutes. 

3. Argument Analysis – 20% of final grade – due June 17. 

For this assignment, you will find an argument that interests you, analyse it, and evaluate it in a 

written document of approximately 1000 words. Further instructions will be posted on Canvas.  

4. Final Exam – 40% of final grade – date TBD 

This 2.5 hour, cumulative hand-written exam will have the same format as the midterm. Note that 

UBC selects the dates of final exams independently from instructors from within the exam period. 

Ass indicated in the UBC Academic Calendar, this is from June 22 – June 26 (inclusively) for 2026 

Summer Term 1. https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines 

Policies 

o Use of technology and artificial intelligence: Students may use laptops during class and can 

use AI in limited ways on the argument analysis assignment only. Further instructions will be 

provided when this assignment is released. For all other assignments, responses will be 

handwritten, and no electronics can be used to complete these assignments. It is not permitted 

to make video or audio recordings during class meetings.  

o Website: All announcements and documents will be posted on Canvas. You can access the 

Canvas site by logging in at https://canvas.ubc.ca/ with your CWL ID and password, and 

clicking the “courses” tab on the left-hand side of the welcome page, where PHIL 120 should 

appear.  

o Accessibility and accommodations: Students with a disability or ongoing medical condition 

which creates barriers for university life can request academic accommodations through the 

Centre for Accessibility. Instructions and further information can be found here: 

https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/centre-for-accessibility/ 

o Lateness and extensions: Late submissions of Topic Responses will not be accepted. Late 

submissions of the argument analysis will be penalized by as many as 10 percentage points per 

day. If you feel you have a legitimate reason for a short extension, you may request one by 

emailing me prior to the submission deadline, and I will do my best to accommodate. If you 

need a longer extension (of more than one week), you should request an academic concession. 

Further information about academic concessions can be found here 

(https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/academic-

concession). If you cannot attend the midterm or final exam due to short-term illness or other 

reasons, you must contact me immediately to arrange an alternate form of assessment. 

o Academic integrity and plagiarism: Plagiarism, which is intellectual theft, occurs where an 

individual submits or presents the oral or written work of another person as his or her own. 

Scholarship quite properly rests upon examining and referring to the thoughts and writings of 

others. However, when another person's words (i.e. phrases, sentences, or paragraphs), ideas, 

or entire works are used, the author must be acknowledged in the text, in footnotes, in endnotes, 

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines
https://canvas.ubc.ca/
https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/centre-for-accessibility/
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/academic-concession
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/academic-concession
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or in another accepted form of academic citation. Where direct quotations are made, they must 

be clearly delineated (for example, within quotation marks or separately indented). Failure to 

provide proper attribution is plagiarism because it represents someone else's work as one's 

own. Plagiarism should not occur in submitted drafts or final works. A student who seeks 

assistance from a tutor or other scholastic aids must ensure that the work submitted is the 

student's own. Students are responsible for ensuring that any work submitted does not 

constitute plagiarism. Students who are in any doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism should 

consult their instructor before handing in any assignments. 

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/student-conduct-

and-discipline/discipline-academic-misconduct/3-academic-misconduct-ubc-students  

o Resources for student success and well-being (from the UBC academic calendar): UBC 

provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy lifestyles but recognizes 

that sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to access including those for 

survivors of sexual violence. UBC values respect for the person and ideas of all members of 

the academic community. Harassment and discrimination are not tolerated nor is suppression 

of academic freedom. UBC provides appropriate accommodation for students with disabilities 

and for religious, spiritual and cultural observances. UBC values academic honesty and 

students are expected to acknowledge the ideas generated by others and to uphold the highest 

academic standards in all of their actions. Details of the policies and how to access support are 

available here (https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success). 

Relationship between percentages and letter grades: 

90-100% A+ 85-89% A 80-84% A- 

76-79% B+ 72-75% B 68-71% B- 

64-67% C+ 60-63% C 55-59% C- 

50-54% D 0-49% F  
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Schedule 

Keep in mind that this is a plan, not a promise: some readings may change, particularly later in 

the term. If that happens, I will make an announcement and post an updated syllabus on Canvas. 

 Date: Topic: To do: 

Week 1 May 11 (M) Reasoning Read Ch. 1 (pp. 1-14) 

 May 13 (W) Meaning and 

Definition  

Read Ch. 2.6-2.11 

(pp. 31-45), Ch. 3.1-

3.5 (pp. 47-57) 

Week 2 May 18 (M) No class (Victoria 

Day) 

 

 May 20 (W) Reconstructing and 

Assessing Arguments 

Read Ch. 3.8-3.9 (pp. 

59-64), Ch. 4-5 (pp. 

67-96) 

Week 3 May 25 (M) Assessing Truth-

Claims  

Read Ch. 6 (pp. 99-

124) 

 May 27 (W) Assessing Relevance Read Ch. 7 (pp. 127-

139) 

Week 4 June 1 (M) Assessing Adequacy 

& Midterm Recap 

Read Ch. 8 (pp. 141-

158) 

 June 3 (W) Midterm (75 

minutes) 

 

Week 5 June 8 (M) Deductive Reasoning Read Ch. 9 (pp. 161-

176) 

 June 10 (W) Inductive Reasoning Read Ch. 10 (pp. 

179-196) 

Week 6 June 15 (M) Inference to the Best 

Explanation 

Read Ch. 11.1, 11.4 

(pp. 201-205, pp. 

221-228) 

 June 17 (W) Moral and Practical 

Reasoning 

Read Ch. 12 (pp. 

233-250) Argument 

analysis due at 11:59 

PM 

  


