Philosophy 220.002: Symbolic Logic Instructor: Dr. Thomas Bittner

University of British Columbia Email: thittner@mail.ubc.ca
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Teaching Assistant:
Email: @mail.ubc.ca
Course Outline

Course description:

This course provides an introduction to the language and methods of contemporary symbolic logic. We
will learn how to represent natural language statements and arguments in symbolic form and how to evaluate
them using formal methods. Along the way, we will also stop to reflect on some of the properties of the formal
language and methods and the significance of logic for other intellectual pursuits.

Class meetings will be a mix of lecture, discussion, and workshop. We'll be doing lots of exercises both
as homework and in class.

Required Textbook:
Richard Jeffrey (2006) Formal Logic: Its Scope and Limits, 4™ edition, Hackett Publishing Co. Available in
hard copy and in digital format from UBC Bookstore.

Piazza (The wording in this section is adapted from piazza.com.):

This term we will be using Piazza for class discussion. The system is highly catered to getting you help
fast and efficiently from classmates, the TA, and myself. Rather than emailing questions to the teaching staff, |
encourage you to post your questions on Piazza. If you have any problems or feedback for the developers,
email team@piazza.com.

Find our class signup link at:

Course requirements:
Four (4) problem sets (10% each)
Two (2) midterm exams (15% each)
One (1) final exam (25%)
Course Involvement (5%) [assigned exercises (homework) and weekly contributions to Piazza]

Course policies®:
Late Work:

There is a grade penalty for late problem sets. Exams must be taken at their scheduled times. Only
documented medical or religious reasons will be accepted for missing a scheduled exam. Students will not
ordinarily be excused for work-, travel-, childcare-, or sports-related activity. Should a medical emergency arise,
notify one of the teaching team by email before the exam to avoid receiving no credit.

Grading Concerns (The wording in this section is adapted from CPSC 330, Mike Gelbart.):

Grades are not perfect; some randomness in grading is normal, meaning that you'll generally get more
than you deserve in some cases and less than you deserve in other cases. Thus, it is possible to exploit the
system by consistently complaining when your grade is too low but not when it is too high. Unfortunately, this
takes time away from the course staff which could have been spent on making the course better for everyone.
Thus, in our view, students who overzealously contest grades are penalizing their classmates for personal gain.

Sometimes serious grading errors are made, for example when a grader did not see your answer to a
question or completely deviated from standard grading practices for some unknown reason. Such situations

1 Some of these policies are taken from COGS 400, PHIL 100, or Arts Internal Resources.
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can be quite frustrating for students, and we want you to feel that the course is fair. In these cases, it makes
sense for the student to bring the error to our attention. Do so within one week of the day that the assignment
was returned to you.

Balancing these two concerns is difficult. In PHIL 220.002 this term we will use the following policy. If a
grade is challenged in a way that is deemed unreasonable, the student will receive a warning. This decision will
be made by an instructor. If this happens a second time, the student will lose the privilege to challenge grades
for the remainder of the course. Examples of unreasonable requests include extremely minor complaints (e.g.
half a mark on an assignment) or repeatedly contesting the same issue once a decision has been reached. This
policy applies to both assignments and exams.

Academic Integrity:

In this course, academic misconduct usually takes the form of copying another student’s answers to a
problem set or cheating on an exam. Academic misconduct will not be tolerated. One purpose of the problem
sets and the exams is to assess each individual student’s grasp of the material, so you must work on them
entirely on your own. The rest of the work for this course (e.g., completing the exercises that accompany the
text) may be done collaboratively. If you have any questions on this, see me. Here is a good online source for
information on these issues: http://learningcommons.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/

Academic Concessions:

If you miss marked coursework (problem set or exam) and believe you may qualify for an in-term
concession (ITC) (and you are an Arts student), review the Faculty of Arts’ academic concession page and then
complete Arts Academic Advising’s online academic concession form, so that an advisor can evaluate your
concession case. If you are a student in a different Faculty, please consult your Faculty’s webpage on academic
concession, and then contact me where appropriate.

Students with Disabilities:

Students with disabilities may contact UBC’s Centre for Accessibility, located in Brock Hall, room 1203,
telephone number: (604) 822-5844. They can help arrange appropriate accommodations so that a fair outcome
is reached for each student in this course. https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/centre-for-
accessibility/

Religious Accommodation:
Please contact me about any conflicts you may encounter between the requirements for this course
and the holy days of your religion. | will provide the opportunity to make up course work missed as the result of
such a conflict, without penalty.

Safety:

You are permitted to wear a non-medical mask during our class meetings. According to the UBC
guidelines, masks are recommended in all indoor public spaces. There may be students who have medical
accommodations for not wearing a mask. Please maintain a respectful environment, either way.

If you are sick, it is important that you stay at home. Complete a self-assessment for COVID-19
symptomes.

If you miss class because of illness, consult the course materials on Canvas to keep up or catch up with
readings and assignments. Use Piazza to ask questions. Attend online office hours for further help.

If | am unwell or isolating to protect others, | will not attend class in person. | will let you know by email
or Canvas announcement as soon as possible. If | do not attend class in person, the class may still meet on
Zoom.

Advice:
Attend every class meeting. Read the portion of the text assigned for that day before you come to class
and do all the assigned exercises. You may find that some of the exercises are too difficult for you to do at your
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current position on your learning curve. | ask you only to give them a good old college try. | find that the
student who has tried and failed to solve a problem learns a lot more from seeing it done in class than the
student who has never tried to solve it at all.

Land Acknowledgement:
Our course is held on the UBC Point Grey (Vancouver) campus, which sits on the traditional, ancestral,
unceded territory of the x*maBk“ayam (Musqueam) First Nation.

Copyright:

All materials of this course (course handouts, lecture slides, assessments, course readings, etc.) are the
intellectual property of the Course Instructor(s) or licensed to be used in this course by the copyright owner.
Redistribution of these materials by any means without permission of the copyright holder(s) constitutes a
breach of copyright and may lead to academic discipline.



