
PHIL_V 250 001 Minds and Machines 
Credits: 3

Instructor: Graham Seth Moore 
Email: graham.moore@ubc.ca 
Meetings: Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM Online. Zoom link is found on canvas. 
Office Hours: Zoom office hours will begin 30 minutes before each lecture (1:30 - 2:00). 
Additionally, I will have in-person (only) office hours on Tuesdays and Fridays from 11:00AM - 
12:00PM in BUCH E274. 
 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes. This course is an introduction to philosophy with 
special focus on philosophical questions concerning the mind, technology, and computers. We 
will consider such questions as:

• Is it possible that I am living in a simulation? What does this alleged possibility mean for my 
knowledge of external reality? Does this possibility even matter for how I ought to live?

• What makes you the same person over time? If your mind could be uploaded to a computer, 
would the resulting entity be you?

• What is the relationship between the mind and the physical world? Are mental states 
ultimately physical states?

• Is it possible to build a mind like ours out of inorganic material (e.g. silicone or metal)?
• Can computers think, reason, understand language, or possess beliefs and desires? What, if 

anything, would distinguish genuine intelligence from sophisticated imitation?
• What is consciousness? Is it possible to study consciousness from an objective, scientific 

point of view?
• Could an AI ever possess moral status?
• What does the advent of widespread AI adoption tell us about our values? Does it provide a 

mere tool for pursuing our existing goals? Or does it corrupt anything of fundamental value?

Course Format. This course is online and synchronous. We meet over Zoom on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM. 

Course Requirements
There are no prerequisites for this course.

Evaluation Criteria and Grading 
Participation - 15%
Three group assignments - 5% each
Two essays - 25% each
Final exam - 20% 
 
Participation. The participation mark will be based of a combination of (i) attendance and 
contribution to the class (either spoken or typed) during the Zoom lecture meetings, (ii) 
attendance in office hours with content-related questions, and (iii) participation on the Piazza 



discussion board. For full participation marks, a student must make regular contributions to the 
discussion board. Contributions should be reactions to specific passages from the readings and 
content from the lectures. (Piazza gives you the option to post anonymously; however, to get the 
participation mark, you must not post anonymously.) 
 
Three group assignments. There are three group assignments scheduled for Tuesday, September 
29, Thursday, October 29th, and Thursday, November 19th. They will be done during the regular 
lecture time over Zoom, and due at 2:20 PM. Specific instructions will be given beforehand. 
They will be similar to midterm tests, except that they will be done collaboratively. Typically, 
there will be a mixture of factual questions about the readings and tasks to explain course 
concepts and apply them to new cases. Each group will consist of five members (except for when 
this division is impossible given the class attendance). Each group must reach a consensus 
answer and hand in one copy of their answers. 
	 If you have a valid reason for being unable to attend a lecture in which there is a group 
assignment, you must reach out to me before the lecture, and we can discuss accommodations. 
Otherwise, any student who misses the assignment without contacting the instructor will receive 
a zero. 
 
Essays with Zoom meeting follow up. There will be two critical response essays, due Monday, 
October 19 and Monday, November 23. A critical response essay essentially consists of an 
exposition and a response. The purpose of an exposition is to explain an author’s ideas in your 
own words. The purpose of the response section is to present your own thoughts, and anticipate 
objections to those thoughts. Further instructions can be found in a handout on Canvas. Each 
essay should be no more than 1000 words. There will be essay prompts provided on Canvas. 
	 This course has a strict no-AI policy. In order to ensure that this policy is properly 
followed, each student is required to do a short (5 min) follow up Zoom meeting with either the 
instructor or the TA after each paper. The instructor/TA will ask questions concerning the content 
and/or writing process behind the paper. These meetings will be scheduled after the papers are 
assigned provisional grades. You will receive a grade for the paper only after the meeting is 
complete and judged satisfactory. 
 
Final exam. There will be oral examinations conducted over Zoom during the exam period. We 
will schedule time slots near the end of the semester. Each exam will be take place within a 15 
minute slot. The exam will consist of a few questions designed to test familiarity with key 
concepts from the course. Its purpose is to verify that students have been keeping up with course 
content throughout the semester. When the exam begins, you are required to show that phone has 
been placed face-down, so as to uphold the exam’s integrity. 
 
Policy on the use of artificial intelligence (GenAI). This course has an absolute no AI use 
policy. AI must not be used on any graded component: the essays, participation on the discussion 
boards, a student’s contribution to the group assignments, or the final exam. This policy extends 
even to ‘minor’ uses such as spelling and grammar. (Grades will not be taken off for minor typos 



or grammatical errors.) Any graded component that has probable evidence of AI use will earn a 
zero. 

The reason for this policy: each graded assignment has the purpose of demonstrating 
understanding of the material and thoughtful engagement with it. Any use of AI has the potential 
to undermine this demonstration. 
 
Class Policies on Re-grading 
If you believe that anything has been misgraded, then please contact me. 
 
Policies on lateness and missed assignments. If there is a legitimate reason as to why you 
cannot complete an essay assignment before its due date, you must contact me before the 
assignment is due in order to get an extension. Otherwise, the lateness penalty is 5% per day, for 
up to one week. After one week, the assignment will get a zero. 

Required and Recommended Readings
There is no required textbook. PDFs of all of the readings will be made available through 
Canvas.

Course Schedule

Week Topic Reading

1 
 
Sep 10 
(Sep 8 is Imagine 
Day; no classes)

Descartes’ Meditations René Descartes, Meditations I 
 
 
Optional: David Chalmers Reality+ 
Chapter 3

2 

Sep 15, 17

Descartes’ Meditations 
 
Could I be living in a simulation? 

René Descartes, Meditations II 
 
David Chalmers, excerpts from 
Reality+, Intro and chapter 5 
 
Optional: David Chalmers, Reality+ 
Chapter 4 
 
Optional movie pairing: The Matrix

3 
Sep 22, 24

Does it matter if I’m living in a 
simulation? Could a simulated world 
nonetheless be ‘real’? 
 
 

Robert Nozick “The experience 
machine” from Anarchy, State, and 
Utopia 
 
David Chalmers, Reality+, Chapter 
6 and excerpts from Chapter 9, 10 
and 20



4 

Sep 29, Oct 1

First Group Assignment - Tuesday 
September 29 
 
Personal Identity

(For Oct 1) John Perry, Dialogues on 
Personal Identity

5
Oct 6, 8

Personal Identity Continued 
 
Can I upload my mind to a computer? 

(For Oct 6) John Perry, Dialogues on 
Personal Identity 
 
(For Oct 8) David Chalmers 
“Uploading, a Philosophical 
Analysis”

6
Oct 13, 15

The mind body problem 
 
 
 

Andy Clark, Mindware: An 
Introduction. “Appendix 1: Some 
Backdrop: Dualism, Behaviourism, 
Functionalism, and Beyond.” 
 
Optional reading for more in-depth 
explanation: handout on 
functionalism 
 
Optional - best to read first: Excerpt 
from Jaegwon Kim, Philosophy of 
Mind, Chapter 1 
(p. 14-27).

7
Oct 20, 22

Can computers think? 
 
 
First essay due - Monday, Oct 19

(For Oct 20) Jaegwon Kim, 
Philosophy of Mind, Chapter 6. 
 
Terry Bisson “They’re made of 
meat” 
 
(For Oct 22) Alan Turing 
“Computing Machinery and 
Intelligence” 
 
Optional movie pairing: Her.

8
Oct 27, 29

Can Computers think? 
 
 
Second Group Assignment - 
Thursday, October 29

John Searle “Minds, Brains, and 
Programs”

9
Nov 3, 5

Consciousness (For Nov 3) Thomas Nagel “What is 
it like to be a bat?” 
 
(For Nov 5) Frank Jackson 
“Epiphenomenal Qualia”



 

UBC VALUES  AND POLICIES 
UBC provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy lifestyles but 
recognizes that sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to access including 
those for survivors of sexual violence. UBC values respect for the person and ideas of all 
members of the academic community. Harassment and discrimination are not tolerated, nor is 
suppression of academic freedom. UBC provides appropriate accommodation for students with 
disabilities and for religious and cultural observances. UBC values academic honesty and 
students are expected to acknowledge the ideas generated by others and to uphold the highest 
academic standards in all of their actions. Details of the policies and how to access support are 
available here: https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success/. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The academic enterprise is founded on honesty, civility, and integrity. As members of this 
enterprise, all students are expected to know, understand, and follow the codes of conduct 
regarding academic integrity. At the most basic level, this means submitting only original work 
done by you and acknowledging all sources of information or ideas and attributing them to 
others as required. This also means you should not cheat, copy, or mislead others about what is 
your work; nor should you help others to do the same. For example, it is prohibited to: share your 
past assignments and answers with other students; work with other students on an assignment 
when an instructor has not expressly given permission; or spread information through word of 

10
Nov 12 (Nov 10 is 
a holiday)

Consciousness Zoe Drayson “The Philosophy of 
Phenomenal Consciousness” 

11
Nov 17, 19

The hard problem of consciousness 
 
 
Third Group Assignment - 
Thursday, November 19

Patricia Churchland “The 
Hornswoggle Problem”

12
Nov 24, 26

AI and moral status 
 
 
Second essay due - Monday, 
November 23

For Nov 24 - Matthew Liao “The 
Moral Status and Rights of Artificial 
Intelligence” 
 
For Nov 26 - Stuart Russell 
“Artificial Intelligence: A Binary 
Approach”

13
Dec 1, 3

AI Ethics - what does the widespread 
adoption of AI tell us about our 
values?

Avigail Ferdman “AI and Common 
Goods: An Uneasy Relationship”

https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success/


mouth, social media, websites, or other channels that subverts the fair evaluation of a class 
exercise, or assessment. Learn more through the Academic Integrity website.  

• Academic Misconduct:  
Violations of academic integrity (i.e., academic misconduct) lead to the breakdown of the 
academic enterprise, and therefore serious consequences arise and harsh sanctions are 
imposed. For example, incidences of plagiarism or cheating may result in a mark of zero 
on the assignment or exam and more serious consequences may apply if the matter is 
referred for consideration for academic discipline. Careful records are kept to monitor 
and prevent recurrences. Any instance of cheating or taking credit for someone else’s 
work, whether intentionally or unintentionally, can and often will result in at minimum a 
grade of zero for the assignment, and these cases will be reported to the Head of the 
Department and Associate Dean Academic of the Faculty  

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS  
Visit UBC Vancouver’s Academic Calendar for a list of campus-wide regulations and policies, as 
well as term dates and deadlines.  

FASS STUDENT RESOURCES 
• Final Examinations 

The examination period for Term 1 of 2026/27 Winter Session is from Friday, December 11 
to Tuesday, December 22 inclusive. See here for UBC’s policies on examination clashes and 
hardships (three or more formal examinations scheduled within a 24-hour period), and see 
here for UBC’s policies on deferred examination, should you be unable to write the final 
exam for any legitimate reason. 

• Other Academic Concession Requests 
Visit the FASS Undergraduate Student Forms page 

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS  
• Student Supports, Resources & Campus Services:  

Visit the Student Support and Resources page to find one-on-one help or explore resources to 
support your experience at UBC, as well as many other campus services available to all 
students.

https://academicintegrity.ubc.ca/student-start/
https://academicintegrity.ubc.ca/regulation-process/academic-misconduct/
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/academic-assessment/examination-hardships-and-clashes
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/academic-assessment/deferred-and-supplemental-examinations
https://students.ubc.ca/enrolment/academic-learning-resources/academic-concessions/
https://students.ubc.ca

